TABLE TALK

THE BENEVOLENT CAMPAIGNER

equitable society. By Ben Davies.

he SeCTCLary of Anand |1-1II:|'JFJLII.IJII. bears disa rlpq:-inl-

ing news, The former Thai premier is booked for

lunch for ar least the nexe five weeks and will sadly
be umable m dine in the company of Adameney. Instead of
fine [ralian cuisine in an ambient serting, we resign ourselves
1o an interview over tea and biscuirs,

Im retrospect, this is hardly surprising. Our prospective
luncheon guest is two dmes prime minister, a former Thai
ambassador 0o Canada, the US and the Unired Mations, as
well as chairman of the Saha Union group of companies. He
is also on the board of various ransnationals, chairman of
the board of the Asian Institute of Technology and a speaker
of repure on the international conference eircuir.

[t's an impressive schedule for a man who guietly confesses
that he had Fr].'ll'lﬂt'll o rerire i FEITE amo. “Oing q|.1:|.' I ru'.i||3,'
will call i a dil._lu'..l admits the 69- WCar old with
a wry smile and a shrug of the shoulders thar
says as much about his enjoyment of work as
it doses about his wish o spend more time
with his family

Anand hirst emerged on the political stape
back in March 1991 when he was inviced w
head up a coup-installed government. A
relatively unknown figure ar the rime, the COT
Cambridge-educared law graduare pushed
through some of the most important legisla-
tion in the country's history, including more
than 20 financial bills, in just 13 monchs. [n june 1992
Anand was again invited 1o head up an intenm adminisora-
tion following a constirurional crisis in which scores of
protesters were killed and wounded on the streers of
Bangkok. During his brief term in public office, Anand
instilled a level of efficiency and honesty which has probably
mod since been marched.

I retused 1o kowtow to the military,” he says, “1 refused
to eoderare corruprion. | reached our 1o the people because |
had no pelincal er milicary base, That enabled me
survive,”

|'-||."~|'li:[l.' rwo stints in office, Anand confesses that be never
felt comiforrable as a fully-Hedged polivician. And so afrer
stepping dowmn brom the premiership a second nime, he
moved into an arena where his experience and formidable
public stature could be pur to even betrer use: as one of the

“1 refused to
kowtow to the
mibhitary. [ retused

to tolerate

iption.”

WitkvomE ERval

key archirects of the new constimution. [n this role, Anand
helped draft laws aimed at reining in corrupe politicians and
promoting a true and functioning democracy — something
he regards as crucial o the fumre wellbeing of the country.
“The challenge 15 10 create a socicty that
protects and promotes the rights of the peaple
and which tries 1o reduce the inequities and
social ills,” he says, “Without thar, there can
be no sustainable development.”

Anand acceprs thar such a rransition cannot
be achieved overnight and dhar for every owo
sSteps forward there will be one step back. Bur
in the longer-term, he remains cautiously
':ll":i]lli‘\[il. k

]‘L‘ul]c.\- |'l'||.i|l.iil'|i: the “”.II'II.L‘!;'JI'I& for a more
democranic sociery, there are plenty of ather
matters uppermaost on Anands mind - like improving
educarion, safeguarding the environment and boosting social
welfare, He is actively involved in an advisory capacity with
Dalwich lnternational College as well as the Red Cross and
the United Marions FIi.Fl'I Commissioner for H.L'l:l:lt'll'l."-. Such
responsibalities tie in with his all embracing philosophy: w0
improve society. 1es a philosophy that Anand prefers not o
define in the philanchropic rerms thar fall so casily o the
lips of Cienrge Soros or Bill Gares, “Ar my age, | just get on
with my own thing.” he says.

S0 what would the political crusader-cum-business guru
like to be best remembered for? Anand thinks for a
Mamen, sits I:h-ILIG and with the modesty for which he =
renawned SIS “I would like o be remembered as 4 good
man — not a great man = bur a man who rried o do
something for the people.” s
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