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LIVING WITH SPIRITS

A Journey into the Heart of Thailand by Ben Davies can
be found in all good bookshops throughout Thailand
from January 2010
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My landlady consults a palm reader at the Nang Nak Shrine in
Bangkok. The palm reader is an 81 year old nun,
who learnt the art of fortune telling from a monk.

Sometimes a medium will be called in to end a drought, economic hard-
ship or fighting between clans, In some cases such beliefs allow those
responsible for hardship off the hook. If a politician screws up the local
economy or a logging company creates floods by ripping out a forest they
can blame angry spirits.

More potently, the ceremonies and animist rituals provide believers with
a sense of strength and unity, much in the same way as a church, mosque,

synagogue or temple.

Living with Spirits succeeds in providing a rare insight into a belief system
that runs through the country’s bloodline, sealing a sense of wholeness
and continuity untainted by the hands of time.



